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Some people think that schools should select students according to their academic abilities,
while others believe that it is better to have students with different abilities studying
together. Discuss both views and state your own opinion.
Some people contend that mixed ability classes are more beneficial for children’s development
than streaming them on the basis of judgement about their academic abilities. However, from my
perspective, I disagree with this contention.
Admittedly, mixed ability classes provide a better environment for children’s all-round
development. In such classes, children with different abilities study together and in turn they can
learn from one another. From example, a student, who is good at academic study but weak in
dancing or painting, can learn how to dance or paint form his peers. In this sense, mixed ability
classes allow students to develop their abilities in different subjects instead of only academic
abilities.
Despite the argument above, I believe streaming students brings more benefits to teachers and
students. As for teachers, separating children with better academic abilities from others facilitates
effective teaching. This practice helps teachers to control their students more conveniently and
easily. Compared with mixed ability in which teacher should consider students’ differences when
they are using teaching methodologies, streaming makes this situation simpler. To be more
specific, students are at the same level of academic ability in a class, and in turn teachers can use
the same methodologies for them all. In this way, the narrower the spread of ability in the class,
the more convenient the teaching can be.
On top of this, steaming enables students to learn in an effective way. According to students’
different abilities, they are taught in different ways that are more suitable for them. In the top
streams, students use more difficult materials, therefore, they can learn more. In sharp contrast,
teachers can explain the material more slowly to those in bottom streams. Under this
circumstance, students with different academic abilities can study effectively and efficiently.
In the final analysis, mixed ability classes are beneficial for students’ versatile development, but
in my opinion, segregating students based on different academic ability is better for both teachers
and students.
The writer presented a balanced discussion of the topic, effortlessly delivered in a form of a
fluent, well-written IELTS essay. The arguments and reasoning are laid out in a coherent,
logical way. A wide range of vocabulary is used in this work. There are very few spelling
errors that could have been caught in an additional round of proofreading (mouse over the
words underlined in blue shows corrections). Keep up the good work! Overall, this essay
seems worthy of IELTS Band 8.
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In many countries children are engaged in different kinds of paid work. Some people
regard this as completely wrong, while others consider it a valuable work experience,
important for learning and taking responsibility. What is your opinion?
The issue of whether or not children should be engaged in some paid work has sparked a heated
debate. While some argue that having some employment experience is conducive to a child’s
learning and development, I contend that it would bring harm to the child’s heath and learning.
First of all, a workplace designed for adults is normally shortage of child-friendly facilities.
Desks and chairs are too high for a child; the light switches are installed on the walls unreachable
by children; also emergency training and facilities such as phones are only provided to adults.
Furthermore, various hazards such as polluted air and chemical fumes are still produced in
factories and farms. Undoubtedly young people would suffer in such workplaces.
Also, children would find it frustrating when they are not properly inducted before starting a job.
A child working in a cement factory would feel a setback when he could not get immediate
support while struggling with the procedures of recording different raw materials that is required
by the job. Further, without sufficient support, a child’s misunderstanding or inappropriately
communicating with adults would only disappoint him and prevents him from active learning
and interacting with other people.
To conclude, a child’s paid employment experience would lead to a negative impact on their
health and active learning. However, recognizing the importance of children’s learning and their
awareness of responsibility, it is advisable to encourage them to be involved in some
volunteering opportunities where they can meaningfully learn and interact with other people with
sufficient care and support in place for such jobs.
This is a good essay. There are only a few errors (mouse over the words underlined in blue
shows corrections), but otherwise this work seems worthy of Band 7.5 or 8. Remember to
always proofread your essay before submitting it. Keep up the good work!
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When a country develops its technology, the traditional skills and ways of life die out. It is
pointless to try and keep them alive.To what extent do you agree or disagree with this
opinion?
Nowadays, technological advances and their rapid and wide applications are having a significant
impact on a nation’s traditional skills and ways of life. Some argue that such impact is so
extraordinary that it would make conventional skills and life styles obsolete. However, I believe
they would continue to thrive by providing alternatives to modern ways of life, and innovative
ideas for modern technologies.
First of all, traditional skills and ways of life are becoming an alternative solution to the
problems caused by “mainstreamed” ways of life which are greatly influenced by modern
technologies. For instance, a cozy restaurant where traditional, home-brewed beer is served,
offers another experience to people who are bored with branded beers that have the same flavor
and come out of mass production with new technologies. It is in such a venue where traditional
skills are preserved, people become relaxed and educated. Providing diversity and thus enriching
modern ways of life, such traditional skills and ways of life would continue to have their place.
Furthermore, conventional skills provide innovative ideas to the development of modern
technologies. For example, sparkled by how the word “Love” is traditionally knitted into a
sweater by some ethnic minority women in some parts of Asia, some business managers from
textile industry have developed some production lines by applying the traditional skills to
Computer-Aided Designs (CAD). The products have boosted the companies’ sales which in turn
have increased their investment in preserving traditional skills for further developing their
technologies.
To conclude, traditional skills and life styles are increasingly becoming a useful alternative to the
homogeneity brought by global applications of modern technologies. However, the evolution of
technologies is a selection process, whereby some would become obsolete, but there is no doubt
that some would thrive when their roles are appreciated.
This is a good essay. The requirements of the task statement are covered, the arguments make
sense and are presented in a coherent, easy to follow way, the range of vocabulary is wide
enough and the writer shows fluency and flexibility. There are only a few errors (mouse over
the words underlined in blue shows suggested corrections). Overall this looks like an IELTS
Band 8 essay.
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Modern children are suffering from the diseases that were once considered to be meant for
adults only. Obesity is a major disease prevalent among children. What are its causes and
what solutions can be offered?
Nowadays, the increasing rate of overweight children and adults is a worldwide health issue.
Obesity is a major problem which is increasing day by day in school going children. There are
various reasons behind it. This essay will discuss the causes of obesity and offer some solutions.
The first cause of obesity is junk food. It is often seen that mostly children are fond of burgers,
pizzas, noodles and coke. These types of foods are easily available to them in school canteens.
Children love to purchase chips, chocholates, - ice-cream for lunch. Moreover, in this modern
era, parents are working and they do not have time to cook at home. Parents often buy dinner for
their children instead of preparing food at home. This calorie-rich diet is making children obese.
This problem can be solved by teaching children to cook healthy foods for themselves and
banning junk foods and fizzy drinks in schools. This diet can be replaced by milk, juice and
fruits for lunch.
The second cause of obesity is sedentry life style. It is true that the use of computers and
television is increasing in children. They spend most of their time watching television or playing
video games on a computer. This technological advancement has reduced the level of physical
activity in this specific age group. This issue can be resolved by encouraging children to do
physical exercises. Parents can take their children to park to encourage playing with friends.
Furthermore, schools can add sports in their curriculum to maintain physical fitness in their
students.
To sum up, it is clear that main causes of obesity are unhealthy eating and not enough physical
activities. This ailment can be prevented and treated by healthy eating habbits and physical
exercises.
This is a good essay. There are only a few minor errors that could have been easily prevented
by proofreading this essay one last time before submission (mouse over the words underlined
in blue shows corrections). Overall, this work seems worthy of IELTS Band 8. Keep up the
good work!
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Many offenders commit more crimes after serving the first punishment. Why is this
happening, and what measures can be taken to tackle this problem?
It is true that some criminals commit crimes again after they have been punished. While there are
several reasons for this alarming trend, some effective measures can be taken by governments to
tackle this problem.
There are two main reasons for re-offenders. Firstly, the prison system can make the situation
worse. Criminals put together in prison and they make friends with other offenders. While they
are locked up in prison, they do not have much to do there, and they would exchange information
about what they have done before they came to the prison or they may plan crimes with other
inmates. Secondly, offenders often do not have any other means of earning money. They are
poor, uneducated and lacking skills needed to maintain a job. Also, a criminal record makes
finding a job difficult as people usually avoid hiring ex-convict.
To solve this problem, governments should focus on rehabilitation of criminals rather than
punishment. Above all, prisons need vocational training which makes inmates to prepare for life
outside the prison. They can learn practical skills such as computer programming, car
maintenance and graphic design. In this way, they can be hired for a position that requires this
certain knowledge and skills. Community service is another way to reform offenders. Rather
than being locked up in prison with other inmates, offenders can help society and become useful
to their local community, and these activities would eliminate the negative influence that prisons
can have.
In conclusion, it is true the re-offenders are one of the problems in our community; it can be
solved by focusing rehabilitation rather than punishment itself.

This is a good essay. The requirements of the task statement are covered, the reasoning is
logical and presented in a coherent, easy to follow way, the range of vocabulary is wide
enough and the writer shows fluency and flexibility. Some minor errors in this essay include
word choice and preposition errors (mouse over the words underlined in blue shows suggested
corrections). Overall this looks like an IELTS Band 8 essay.
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Even though globalization affects the world’s economies in a positive way, its negative side
should not be forgotten. Discuss.
In the present age, globalization is playing an increasingly important role in our lives. But in the
meantime whether it is a blessing or a curse has sparked a heated debate. Some people argue that
globalization has a fundamentally beneficial influence on our lives, while many others contend
that it has a detrimental effect as well.
A convincing argument can be made about globalization not only playing a pivotal role in the
development of technology and economy, but also promoting the cultural exchange between
different countries. To start with, it is the globalization that impelled many corporate to become
international groups, thereby making a contribution to the local technology and employment.
Specifically, when a multinational group establish a factory in a developing country, the new
equipment, the new management skills and the job vacancies are all in the best interest of the
local society. Moreover, people worldwide can get to know each other better through
globalization. It is easy to see that more and more Hollywood blockbusters show cultures
different from American, some recent examples are ‘Kungfu Panda’ and ‘The Mummy’.
Admittedly, the profit driven side of globalization has severely affected young people. Today, in
the metropolises in different countries, it is very common to see teenagers wearing NIKE Tshirts and Adidas footwear, playing Hip-Hop music on Apple iPods and eating at KFC. The
culture that took a thousand years to form just seems similar in these cities; it seems as though
you can only distinguish them by their language. Meanwhile, in some developing countries,
sweat workshops are always a concerning issue. For instance, reports show that some teenagers
employed by NIKE’s contractors work in smelly factories over 14 hours a day, but are only paid
fifty cents per hour.
To sum up, I would concede that globalization does come with some adverse effects. Despite
that fact, benefits created by it far outweigh the disadvantages. Overall, I am convinced that we
should further promote globalization and meanwhile the local government should take measures
to combat culture assimilation and sweat workshops.
This essay is extremely long (338 words instead of the advised 250-265). It has a sound
structure, your position is clearly expressed, the information is well-organized, and structurewise the sentences are fine. The vocabulary is impressive and there were only a few
grammatical errors (see comments underlined in blue). Overall, this seems to be a band 7.5 +
essay.
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People now have the freedom to work and live anywhere in the world due to the
development of communication technology and transportation.
Do the advantages of this development outweigh the disadvantages?
Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
experience or knowledge.
Write at least 250 words.

These days many people choose to live or work in other countries, which has been made possible
because of the convenience of air travel and modern communications. I believe that this has
more benefits than drawbacks.
The disadvantage of this development is the distance that is put between family members. If a
person moves away it is true that air travel and devices such as skype mean that communication
and contact can be maintained. However, it is likely that a person will only be able to return one
or two times a year during holidays, and speaking on skype or via email is not the same as faceto-face contact.
Despite this, there are significant advantages it can bring to people’s lives. Firstly, it means that
people have the opportunity to see other parts of the world and the way people live. For example,
people from the West often go to work in Asia or the Middle East and visa-versa. This enriches
many people’s lives as they get to learn about other languages, traditions, cultures and different
ways of working from their own country.
In addition to this, on a wider level it may also benefit other countries. If someone moves abroad
for work, it is usually because their skill is required there. To illustrate, nurses and Doctors often
move to work in hospitals in other countries when there is a shortage, so this is very valuable to
the place they move to.
I would therefore argue that although there are disadvantages of the current trend to live and
work abroad, they are outweighed by the advantages. It can enrich people’s lives and lives of the
people in the countries that they move to.
(283 Words)

Comments
As you can see in the essay, the writer believes there are more benefits so the essay is biased
towards this opinion, giving more advantages than disadvantages.
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The opinion is very clear, and repeated in the conclusion, and the body of the essay reflects this
opinion so there will be no confusion when someone reads it.
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